THE

PAOLO VENTURA

“Winter Stories’ continues Ventura s imagi-
nary re-creation of prewar Italy, in photographs
of wonderfully evocative sets and figures he con-
structs himself. Because every detail of these sites
1s meticulously realized, the work is as seductive
as a magic act; you know it s all an elaborate
fake, but you re enjoying it too much to locate
the flaws. Ventura takes us to a small-town car-

nival, complete with sword-swallower, fire-eater,
juggler, and clowns. The settings, with their pale,
weathered color, may be dour—this fairy tale is
grounded in some harsh reality—but marvellous
things happen here, such as the appearance of a
bird-headed man and the levitation of a balloon

seller (note the snow on the soles of his shoes).
Through Jan. 23. (Hasted Hunt Kraeutler, 537 W.

24th St. 212-627-0006.)
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