MICHAEL BENSON

Benson's photographs of the sun and the planets have
boen tweaked for maximum wow effect. Digitally con-
structed from dozens of images taken by robotic cam-
emsmsmccpmbesdtmngtlwpasrﬁ  years, the
finished pictures are so polished like—
more Disncy than NASA. Uranus, a milL) -blue mar-
ble, floats in a black void surrounded by wire-thin

the sun, spitting fire, appears ready to explode;

:ulﬁs'hc Earth hovers into partial view, a dust storm
swirling through the Sahara. Benson’s brand of hyper-
reality is super-slick but hard to resist. Th March
26. (Hasted Kracutler, 537 Wi 24th St. 212-627-0006.)



