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As Black History Month comes to a close,
we've picked 30 young black artists who are
contributing to the ongoing conversation of race
and representation in contemporary art. Whether
through sculpture, photography, video or perfor-
mance, each artist illuminates the complexity of
the self with a unique and bold vision.

From Kalup Linzy’s soap opera shorts to
Kehinde Wiley’s traditional portraits updated with
black models, the following young artists show
there is no single way to address race in contem-
porary culture. Playful or meditative, sarcastic or
somber, the following artists tackle the subject
with a ferocious curiosity, passion and vulnerabil-

ity.

Erizku reworks art history’s classic por-
trayals of women by scouting models off the
street and having them sit for classical portraits,
retroactively adding diversity to the artistic can-
non with style.




